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Foreword 


Taken together, these two messages from_ international 
consultations, sponsored by the World Council of Churches 
and held in 2008 and 2015, provide a valuable entry-point for 
reflection on the self-understanding and mission of United and 
Uniting Churches in today’s world. 


Separated as they are by seven years that virtualized the “real” 
and realized the “virtual” worldwide, they nonetheless exhibit 
common features. 


United and Uniting Churches hold the global and the contextual 
together as they reflect on the search for greater visible unity. As 
a result, they stress the interrelatedness of the “various aspects 
of the church’s unity and mission” (2008 message). 


They see themselves moving: they are going the second mile 
of visible unity because the first mile alone “may no longer be 
sufficient,” in the language of the 2008 message; they are living 
in tents, pursuing unity in solidarity “with the margins wherever 
they are,” in the words of the 2015 message. 

They argue for an “identity in process” (first message), 
recognizing that ecclesial identities are “fluid realities” (second 
message). 

They confess unity “rooted in the triune God,” (2008); they 
seek to be at the same time one and many by reflecting “the 
perichoretic relationship of the Trinity” (2015). 

Following an established practice, we are pleased to include the 
two messages in the collection of Faith and Order Papers. Two 
appendices provide documentary information about Faith and 
Order publications concerning United and Uniting Churches. 
The costly experience of organic union brings a unique wisdom 
to the search for visible unity in eucharistic fellowship. 

Odair Pedroso Mateus 

Director of Faith and Order 


I. Going the Second Mile 


A message of the 8th Consultation of United and Uniting Churches 
Johannesburg, 29 October — 5 November 2008 


As representatives of United and Uniting Churches, we 
gathered together to reflect on our particular vocation in this 
time and context, and to consider how God's mission calls us 
forward. The way we have been responding to the central 
mandate of the ecumenical movement, namely its call to visible 
unity, may no longer be sufficient. As the theme, Going the 
Second Mile, suggests, a changing landscape asks for new 
approaches and a renewed commitment to unity, which may 
also produce new insights into the nature and mission of our 
churches. While we thank God and rejoice in the fruits of our 
ecumenical ventures, we cannot do so without being aware of 
this enterprise as a continuing process, including the possibility 
that solutions can become questions again. 


From 25 United and Uniting Churches from 20 countries 
and all continents, we convened at the Cedar Park Convention 
Centre near Johannesburg, South Africa, together with observers 
from the Roman Catholic Church and the Organisation of African 
Instituted Churches. Invited by the Faith and Order Commission 
of the World Council of Churches, we shared experiences and 
explored options for our future role within God’s mission in 
reconciling the world to God's self. 


Presenters were invited to offer papers on five themes: 
identity, episcopé, unity and mission, non-traditional perspectives, 
and criteria for unity/limits of diversity. The conference was 
hosted by the United Congregational Church of Southern 
Africa and the Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa. 
Opportunities to visit the Apartheid Museum in Soweto and 
local congregations gave vital context to our reflections. Guest 
speakers from South Africa provided important input at the 
beginning of our conference. Prof. Tinyiko Maluleke (Unisa, 
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Pretoria), Prof. Russel Botman and Prof. Dirk Smit (both University 
of Stellenbosch) shared with us their profound comments on 
our theme, from their perspectives of recent experiences of 
churches in Southern Africa. 


In his presentation, Prof. Dirk Smit referred to the structure 
of the Belhar Confession that emphasized the indissoluble ties 
between unity, reconciliation and justice. Unity is never an aim 
by itself. This insight had a great impact on the reflections of 
this consultation. 


In a time of intensifying globalization, we are acutely 
aware of the contextual character of each attempt at church 
unity. Political, social and cultural factors have played a role — 
and continue to do so — in the still ongoing history of divisions 
and of uniting processes within Christianity. Often doctrinal 
issues have been and are being given as exclusively decisive. 
This can mask the fact that sometimes theological reasoning can 
be co-opted to serve secular interests. We are more and more 
conscious that so-called non-theological issues like size, finances, 
nationality, cultural identity, and other historical and sociological 
factors, can become either driving forces or stumbling blocks 
whenever churches try to achieve visible unity. If these issues 
become the predominant orientation we must recognize their 
ambivalent impact, because they can be helpful but can also 
veil the clarity of the purpose. Non-theological issues can have 
theological implications and vice versa. Like doctrinal decisions, 
non-theological issues need theological assessment. Given the 
complexity of these questions, do we have to reconsider our 
criteria for unity? 


We confess that the unity of the universal Church is rooted 
in the triune God, and is a matter of faith. Unity as a human 
effort is a response to the unity given in God. Living out of 
the reconciliation in Christ offered to all, United and Uniting 
Churches are seeking visible forms of unity. For some, unity is 
based on a new common confession (organic unity); for others, 
unity seeks to preserve the distinctiveness of the respective 
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confessional traditions, and these distinctions are welcomed as 
mutually enriching (reconciled diversity), not seen as a division 
of the body of Christ. 


Unity can only be given a valid visible form when the wider 
need for reconciliation in specific contexts is taken into account. 
Unity and reconciliation can only flourish if the liberating 
message of justification and its implemented understanding of 
God's justice incites us to pursue human justice. 


More than ever we need to stress the relationship 
among the various aspects of the church’s unity and mission. 
Inclusiveness, although sometimes costly, is essential for a 
credible witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


United and Uniting Churches do not claim to be forerunners 
within the ecumenical movement, nor do we see ourselves as 
relics of an ecumenical past. We do not choose to organize 
ourselves as another Christian World Communion. We do 
confirm and renew our commitment to travelling the road to 
more visible unity. We recognize that our churches will need 
to maintain an identity-in-process, in which what has been 
experienced as defining does not exclude the openness to 
new insights from sometimes unexpected places. Newcomers, 
migrants, outside voices can offer fresh perspectives. We know 
that dynamics of arrogance, inertia and error often play a role in 
ecclesial life. We intend to keep looking for fresh ways of mutual 
encouragement and support, in the midst of the complexities of 
life in the early 21st century. 


In imagining our journey into the future, we identified 
different categories of issues: 


- Some ecclesiological issues have been part of the ecumenical 
agenda for decades, like the role of episcopé and episcopacy in 
unification processes, the partly new questions regarding baptism 
practices, and the significance of confessional documents in 
bringing and keeping churches together. They will continue to 
engage us, albeit from new perspectives. 
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- Some theological issues are related to rather new challenges 
that have only played a minor role so far. In many contexts 
the so-called mainline churches are confronted with fast 
growing Christian communities that seem to better draw upon 
experiences and expectations of the people, especially of the 
youth. New forms of responding to cultural changes have to be 
explored, not only in the South, but also in the North, where 
churches have to some extent lost contact with modern and 
post-modern lifestyles. Do we not sometimes tend to stress the 
autonomy of congregations at the expense of conciliar decision 
making? 

- Particular questions are linked with the phenomenon of 
globalization. Modern means of information and communication 
provide new options for our communities. Direct contacts 
between Christians from different cultural backgrounds, especially 
through migration, imply new challenges and opportunities as 
well. In certain Evangelical and Pentecostal communities, a 
Western way of life, particularly as expressed in the so-called 
prosperity gospel, is sometimes seen as a Christian asset in 
itself. At the same time certain consequences of globalization 
jeopardize peace, justice and the integrity of creation, especially 
in Southern continents. 


We are aware of the fact that these categories can 
be distinguished, but cannot be fully separated: all kinds of 
cross-references play a role here. It is our intention to share 
some of our questions in this respect with the Faith and Order 
Commission, as a reaction to its study on The Nature and 
Mission of the Church. 

We will continue to ask ourselves and our sisters and 
brothers in the ecumenical movement: ‘What could keep us, in 
our different contexts, from going further, yet another mile on 
the road to full visible unity?’ 
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China Christian Council 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Church of Christ in Thailand 

Church of North India 

Church of South India 

Church of the Living God (African Instituted Church) 
Evangelical Church in the Rhineland 
Evangelical Church of the River Plate 
Evangelical Church of Westphalia 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in France 
Protestant Church in Hesse and Nassau 
Protestant Church in the Netherlands 
Reformed Church of France 

Roman Catholic Church 


Union of Evangelical Churches in the Evangelical Church 
in Germany 


United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands 
United Church of Canada 

United Church of Christ in Japan 

United Church of Christ in the Philippines 

United Church of Christ in Zimbabwe 

United Church of Christ USA 

United Church of Zambia 

United Congregational Church of Southern Africa 
United Protestant Church in Belgium 

United Reformed Church, UK 

Uniting Church in Australia 

Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa 
Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 
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ll. Living in Tents 


A Message of the 9th Consultation of United and Uniting Churches 
Chennai, 25 November - 2 December 2015 


Occasion 


There were over 40 participants from 17 of the 41 United 
and Uniting Churches (UUC) present in Chennai, India for the 
9th consultation called by the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
Faith and Order Commission (FAO), and hosted by the Church 
of South India (CSI), Church of North India (CNI) and the Mar 
Thoma Church, which are the Communion of Churches in India. 
The theme for the assembly was “Living in Tents: The Pilgrimage 
of the United and Uniting Churches” (Hebrews 11:9), adapted 
from the WCC theme: Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace. 


Participants included WCC General Secretary, Rev. Dr 
Olav Fykse Tveit, who provided his reflections and shared in 
discussion with the representatives about the future and role 
of UUC in the ecumenical movement, and within the WCC. 
Rev. Christopher Ferguson, General Secretary of the World 
Communion of Reformed Churches, ecumenical staff, the 
academy, and clergy and staff from the host churches were 
active participants providing input into the common future of 
the UUC. Regrets were received from some member churches 
and the Chair of FAO, Rev. Dr Susan Durber, who sent written 
greetings. Representatives of two churches experienced visa 
challenges resulting in their absence. 


During the days of meeting, the group visited CSI and 
Mar Thoma congregations, engaged the realities of the Indian 
context through Bible study and heard presentations on the life, 
concerns, and ministry of the member churches present. The 
wisdom shared in the ministry and programme of the churches 
was well received and a major resource to the consultation. 
The sub-themes of pilgrimage, unity, justice, peace, and witness 
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provided the framework for the reports from the churches 
and for the daily keynote presentations. The representatives 
affirmed the necessity to continue hearing and learning from 
each other as UUC with the common call to engage in organic 
union and to embrace the intentional movement to unity. 


Unity and Diversity 


The UUC has a special place in the ecumenical 
movement. One of the primary characteristics is the ability 
to live with differences which are inherent in the union of 
different denominations. In pursuing organic unity, UUC join 
with other churches in the light of Christ’s kenosis as they realize 
that ecclesial identities are fluid realities where the hospitality 
of Christ’s love can be manifested in unity. UUC are but the 
occasions ready for further prehension in the uniting process. 
This inviting and inclusive attitude makes UUC open to the 
Spirit's further guidance and ready to embark on new pilgrimage 
toward the goal of visible unity. 


Inthe uniting deliberations, UUC accumulated experiences 
of creating space for others in bilateral or multilateral dialogues. 
These are vital contributions and learnings for the ecumenical 
community. While continuously encountering diversities and 
being challenged by these diversities, UUC are deepening their 
understandings of unity, even as they learn that each uniting 
process and union is different. 


By trying to be one and the many at the same time, 
UUC seek to reflect the perichoretic relationship of the Trinity. 
Therefore, to maintain and strengthen the organic unity in 
diversity is one of the gifts that UUCs can share with the Church 
which is encouraged to be open, inviting and self-giving. Unity 
is sometimes challenged by the social and cultural diversity 
unique to the countries where UUC are located. 
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Mission and Solidarity 


United and Uniting Churches are ambassadors of 
reconciliation and peace. Knowing we are pilgrims living in 
tents, we are eager to remind ourselves that unity in solidarity is 
an ongoing process to be open for reforms in our churches and 
to work for a life in a church of reconciled diversity. As UUC, we 
are willing and are seeing the need to reflect on the contextual 
situations where we are located. In relation to God’s mission 
we want to be open for diverse discussions and dialogues 
respecting other opinions and approaches toward a solution for 
any problematic situations that arise. There is a role for the UUC 
to support each other on issues where we have solidarity. 


The WCC Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace is important to 
the life of the UUC, as unity is an ongoing process, a pilgrimage, 
where we invite others to journey with us. As United and Uniting 
Churches, we are called and committed to be on the Pilgrimage 
of Justice and Peace in solidarity not only to the inner-community 
of our churches but also to the margins wherever they are. We 
want to walk hand in hand and to support those suffering most 
and the poorest among us. Our action in solidarity with the 
margins is a part of our work in the world. We are eager to live 
in solidarity with all churches, eager to help and to support each 
other in the questions/tasks/threats which challenge us in our 
contexts. 


The Way Forward 


Participants in the consultation affirmed the need for the 
Continuation Committee and its role in convening the UUCs and 
for enhancing communication with the ecumenical community. 
A new Continuation Committee was named to carry forward 
the work of the UUC until the next consultation. 


The UUCs are a network that is not focused on 
institutionalization. The churches have a role and purpose in 
gathering beyond the work and mandate of the Faith and Order 
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Commission. The work of our churches can be shared and 
enhanced through this network. 


The UUC witness visible unity. The intention and need for 
a variety of communication mechanisms as well as maintaining 
levels of relationships across the ecumenical movement was 
identified as a priority. The use of social media will cement the 
churches, and could help to keep the churches informed about 
the ministries and mission in which we are engaged. 


There is a unique role and relationship between the UUC 
and F&O. This relationship must continue to be nurtured and 
maintained, with further conversation to clarify the relationship 
between the UUC and the F&O Commission. The hope is that 
the Continuation Committee will include a F&O representative. 


As we move forward as a network, we do so with the 
intention of finding ways to engage each other not only at the 
institutional level, but also within our congregations. 


Continuation Committee 

Karen Georgia A. Thompson, United Church of Christ (Chair) 
Susanne Erlecke, Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland 

Charity Majiza, Uniting Church in Australia 


Christopher Mason, United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman 
Islands 


Leepo Modise, Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 


Rathnakara Sadananda, Church of South India (Communion of 
Churches in India) 


Faith and Order Representative 


Churches Represented 

China Christian Council 

Church of Bangladesh 

Church of North India (Communion of Churches in India) 
Church of South India (Communion of Churches in India) 
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Eglise Protestante Unie de France 

Evangelische Kirche in Baden 

Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland 

Evangelische Kirche in Hessen und Nassau 

Hong Kong Council of the Church of Christ in China 
Mar Thoma Church, India (Communion of Churches in India) 
Protestant Church in the Netherlands 

United Church in Jamaica and the Cayman Islands 
United Church of Canada 

United Church of Christ 

United Reformed Church (UK) 

Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa 

Uniting Church in Australia 
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Faith and Order Papers 
on United and Uniting Churches 


Growing Towards Consensus and Commitment — Report of 
the Fourth International Consultation of United and Uniting 
Churches, Colombo, Sri Lanka. Geneva, World Council of 
Churches, 1981. Faith and Order Paper 110. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.117 


Kinnamon, M. (ed.). Unity in Each Place... In All Places: United 
Churches and the Christian World Communions. Geneva, 
World Council of Churches, 1983. Faith and Order Paper 118. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wecfops2.125 


Kinnamon, M. & Best, Thomas F. Called to Be One in Christ 

— United Churches and the Ecumenical Movement. Geneva, 
World Council of Churches, 1985. Faith and Order Paper 127. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wecfops2.134 


Best, Tom F. (ed.). Living Today towards Visible Unity:The Fifth 
International Consultation of United and Uniting Churches. 
Geneva, WCC, 1988. Faith and Order Paper 142. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.149 


Built Together: The Present Vocation of United and Uniting 
Churches (Ephesians 2:22). Geneva, World Council of 
Churches, 1995. Faith and Order Paper 174. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.181 


Best, Thomas F. (ed.). “With a Demonstration of Spirit and 
Power”: Seventh International Consultation of United and 
Uniting Churches. Geneva, WCC, 2004. Faith and Order 
Paper 195. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.202 
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Appendix 2 


Faith and Order Surveys 
of Church Union Negotiations 


A Decade of Objective Progress in Church Unity 1927-1936. 
New York, Harper & Brothers, 1937. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops1.097 


Neill, Stephen. Towards Church Union 1937-1952. London, 
SCM, 1952. Faith and Order Paper 11. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.01 1 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations. The Ecumenical Review, 
VI (3), April 1954. 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations. The Ecumenical Review, 
VIll (1), October 1955. Faith and Order Paper 11b. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.012 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations 1957-1959. Faith and 
Order Paper 28. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.032 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations 1959-1961. The 
Ecumenical Review, XIV (3), April 1962. Faith and Order 
Paper 35. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.039 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations 1961-1963. The 
Ecumenical Review, XVI, July 1964. Faith and Order Paper 43. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.047 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations 1963-1965. The 

Ecumenical Review, XVIII, July 1966. Faith and Order Paper 47. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.051 

Survey of Church Union Negotiations 1965-1967. The 

Ecumenical Review, XX, July 1968. Faith and Order Paper 52. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.058 

Survey of Church Union Negotiations 1967-1969. The 

Ecumenical Review, XXIl, July 1970. Faith and Order Paper 56. 
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Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.062 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations 1969-1971. The 
Ecumenical Review, XXIV (3), July 1972. Faith and Order Paper 
64. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.070 


Survey of Church Union Negotiations 1971-1973. The 
Ecumenical Review, XXVI (2), April 1974. Faith and Order Paper 
68. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wecfops2.074 


Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1973-1975. The 
Ecumenical Review, XXVIII, July 1976. Faith and Order Paper 
TS: 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.084 

Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1975-1977. The 
Ecumenical Review, 30, July 1978. Faith and Order Paper 87. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.093 

Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1977-1979. The 
Ecumenical Review, 32, July 1980. Faith and Order Paper 101. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.108 

Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1979-1981. The 
Ecumenical Review, 34, October 1982. Faith and Order Paper 
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Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1981-1983. The 
Ecumenical Review, 36, October 1984. Faith and Order Paper 
122% 
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Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1983-1985/1986. The 
Ecumenical Review, 38, October 1986. Faith and Order Paper 
133; 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.140 


Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1986-1988. The 
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Ecumenical Review, 41 (2), April 1989. Faith and Order Paper 
146. 
Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.153 


Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1988-1991. The 
Ecumenical Review, 44, January 1992. Faith and Order Paper 
154. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.161 


Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1992-1994. The 
Ecumenical Review, 47, January 1995. Faith and Order Paper 
169. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.176 


Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1994-1996. The 
Ecumenical Review, 49 (2), April 1997. Faith and Order Paper 
176. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.183 


Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1996-1999. The 
Ecumenical Review, 52, January 2000. Faith and Order Paper 
186. 

Faith and Order Digital Library: wccfops2.193 


Survey on Church Union Negotiations 1999-2002. The 


Ecumenical Review, 54, July 2002. Faith and Order Paper 192. 


Faith and Order Digital Library: wecfops2.199 


Survey on Church Union Negotiations 2003-2006. The 
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United and Uniting Churches hold the global and the 
contextual together as they reflect on the search for 
greater visible Christian unity. These two messages 
from international consultations, sponsored by the 
World Council of Churches and held in 2008 and 
2015, provide a valuable entry point for reflection 
on the self-understanding and mission of United and 
Uniting Churches in today’s world. 
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